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THE CRISIS IN LEBANON 


ANNCR: VOA NEWS ANALYST RONALD JU. DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES THE LATEST 


DEVELOPMENTS IN THE LEBANESE CRISIS: 


VOICE: AN INDICATION OF HOW SERIOUSLY THE SITUATION IN 
LEBANON HAS DETERIORATED CAN BE SEEN IN THE WARNING WHICH 
SECRETARY-GENERAL KURT WALDHEIH ISSUED TOTHE UNITED NATIONS 
SECURITY COUNCIL ON TUESDAY. HE TOLD THE COUNCIL THAT THE LEBANESE 
CRISIS CARRIED IMPLICATIONS FOR ENDANGERING THE WIDER PEACE OF 
THE AREA-- AN OBVIOUS REFERENCE 70 THE POSSIBILITY OF FOREIGN 
INVOLVEMENT IN THAT CRISIS. 

COPT) THE GRAVITY OF HR. WALDHEIN'S WARNING IS REFLECTED 
IN THE FACT THAT HE WAS APPARENTLY ACTING UNDER THE AUTHORITY 
OF ARTICLE NINETY-NINE OF THE U.N. CHARTER-WHICH PERMITS THE 
SECRETARY~GENERAL TO RAISE ANY MATTER THREATENING INTERNATIGNAL 
PEACE. ONLY ONCE IN U.N. HISTORY HAS THIS ARTICLE BEEN 
SPECIFICALLY INVOKED-- OURING TrHé CONGO CRISIS OF NINETEEN-SIXTY, 

A FURTHER MEASURE OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE LEBANESE 
CRISIS IS THE ACTION OF THE UNITED STATES IN SENDING A TOP AMERICAN 
MIDDLE EAST EXPERT TO LEBANON TO EXPLORE POSSIBLE WAYS TO PROMOTE 
A CEASE-FIRE, HE IS L. DEAN BROUN, PRESIDENT OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST INSTITUTE AND FORMER UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR TO 
JORDAN. AS OUTLINED BY A STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN, 
AMBASSADOR BROWN'S HISSION IS TO ASSESS THE SITUATION, TO CONTACT 


THE LEADERS OF THE VARIOUS LEBANESE GROUPS, AND TO BE AVAILABLE 
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TO ASSIST THEM IN ANY WAY TO ACHIEVE A CEASEFIRE AND TO WORK 
TOWARD A POLITICAL SOLUTION," THE UNITED STATES ALSO HAS A NAVAL 
TASK FORCE OF SEVEN SHIPS CRUISING WITHIN A DAY'S SAILING 
DISTANCE OF LEBANON, THEIR PURPOSE, HOWEVER, IS NOT TO INTRUDE 
IN THE CRISIS BUT TO BE AVAILABLE IN CASE THERE SHOULD BE A 
NEED TO EVACUATE AMERICAN CITIZENS. THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 
DONALD RUMSFELD, MADE IT CLEAR \.EDNESDAY MORNING THAT NO 
EVACUATION IS PLANNED AT PRESENT, AND THAT WASHINGTON HOPED 

FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT WHICH WOULD MAKE ANY SUCH EVACUATION 


UNNECESSARY. 


THE BIG QUESTION NOW IS WHETHER THE LEBANESE WILL BE 
ABLE TO REACH THAT SETTLEMENT~- OR WHETHER CONTINUED WARFARE 
WILL INCREASE THE CHANCES OF OUTSIDE INTERVENTION BY ONE OR MORE 
OF LEBANON'S NEIGHBORS-~ THE BROADER DANGERS OF WHICH ARE NOT 
HARD TO IMAGINE. THE SYRIAN- SPONSORED CEASEFIRE REACHED ON 
JANUARY TWENTY-SECOND APPEARED TO HAVE PROVIDED A FAIR AND 
ACCEPTABLE BASIS FOR A SETTLEMENT-- AND MOST OBSERVERS BELIEVE 
THAT IT REMAINS THE BEST FORMULA FOR A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE 
CONFLICT. BUT OBVIOUSLY THE SITUATION CANNOT BE ALLOWED 
TO CONTINUE DETERIORATUNG UNTIL THE LEBANESE CIVIL CONFLICT 
TOUCHES OFF A CHAIN-REACTION THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE REGION, IN 
REACTING TO SECRETARY-GENERAL WALDHEIM'S WARNING TO THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL, PREMIER RASHID KARAMI AND LEFTIST MOSLEM LEADER 
KAMAL JUMBLATT INSIST THAT THE LEBANESE CRISIS IS “PURELY 
DOMESTIC." BUT MR. WALDHEIM WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY NOT BE ALONE 
I N PERCEIVING THE DANGER OF WIDER-- AND MORE OMINOUS~- 
IMPLICATIONS IN THAT CRISIS. 


END 


